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It is largely due to the development of this class of skilled
workers in close proximity to the industrial centres that the
Madras drills now compare very favourably with English
drills and the finer types of saris, dhoties and shirtings from
Ahmedabad, Sholapur, Bombay and Nagpur and coatings from
Madras have practically driven out of Indian markets similar
foreign products. The Rt. Hon. T. Shaw, M.P., paid a
glowing tribute to the achievements of the skilled textile
workers of India in the following words: 'The classes of
goods made, too, were a revelation. I venture to say that none
of the delegates thought that technical development had gone
so far as it has done in India. Many of the manufacturing
processes were fully equal to European standards, and in some
cases the variety of yarn spun and cloths woven, dyed and
finished showed a range and variety which is probably not
equalled by any individual European concern/15
In the group of iron and steel and metallurgical industries
also we are forging ahead very steadily. In this connection
the following remarks of Sir Thomas Holland, a former
Director of the Geological Survey of India about the develop-
ment of skilled labour at Jamshedpur, are worth qnoting;
'Any one who has visited the Tata Iron and Steel Works will
come away thoroughly convinced with the conclusion that
with Indian labour you can tackle any industry for which the
country is suitable. I have seen labourers at Sakchi, who only
a few years ago were in the jungles of Santals without any
education. They are handling now red hot steel bars, turning
out rails, wheels, angles of iron, as efficiently as you can get
it done by any English labourer. You cannot have a better
test of the quality of labour and you cannot be prepared for
more satisfactory results.16
With regard to accuracy in work and the sense of res-
ponsibility of the Indian skilled workers Dr. R.K. Mukerjee
in his recent book, The Indian Working Class, has given the
following remarks of the Manager, Kumardhubi Engineering
Works and Eagle Rolling Mills: 'Our machine shop is a de-
partment which stands out head and shoulders. Now, we have
15 Report of Investigations into Conditions of Indian Textile Workers
16 Quoted by Mr. B.P. Adarkar in The Indian Fiscal Policy (1941),
p. 59.